
Sophomore Summer Reading 2015 
 

 

Welcome to LaGrange Academy World Literature. The Modern Literature class will focus on the epic hero. I 

hope you will take the task seriously and choose books that truly interest you so that we can get off to a great 

start. If you have any questions at all regarding the assignment, please feel free to contact me at 

teresakrizay@lagrangeacademy.org. 

 

Choosing the right books for you 

 

Not all books are appropriate for all readers. Please note that some books may contain explicit language, 

sexual references, or mature subject matter. Thus, it is suggested that parents help their students make 

appropriate summer reading selections. To read descriptions and reviews of all the books, go to 

www.goodreads.com/book/explore. If you are unhappy with your choice, feel free to make another 

selection from the list provided. 

 

Requirement #1 – Read one (1) or more books  

 

You are required to read 1 or more books by the first day of class.  The number of pages read must exceed 

300 pages. You may select any piece of literature you wish as long as it is considered a quality piece of 

literature (no Nicholas Sparks or fluff books) and contains a strong heroic character. I have attached a list of 

suggested books. You may read one from the list or select your own. You may read one book that exceeds 

300 pages or you may read multiple books that add cumulatively to 300 or more pages. You may not read 

books that were a part of any previous year’s curriculum. Suggestion: Read one book in June and one in 

July. Use a calendar to determine the number of pages you’ll read each day or week, and then stick to your 

plan. 

 

***Do not assume that this requirement can be met by only watching a movie based on a book. Movies 

often vary from the actual book and you will not be able to complete your assignment using this method.*** 

 

Requirement #2 – Complete note-taking sheets for all books 

 

On the first day of school, submit a note-taking sheet for each book. The note-taking sheets differ by grade, 

so be sure to use the correct sheet. Follow the directions on the note-taking sheet. These note-taking sheets 

will not be accepted after Friday of the first full week. If for some reason, you cannot fully meet this 

requirement, hand in the best work of which you are capable. Do not start the year with a zero or 

forfeit credit on a book which you have, in fact, read. 
 

Requirement #3 – Write an in-class essay the first week of school 

 

Within the first few days of school, you will be asked to write an in-class essay about the book from the 

grade-level list. This writing test will be given the first week of school Since you may use notes for this 

assignment, you should use the note-taking sheet you completed as part of the second requirement. Without 

details and specific quotes from the novel, it will be difficult to properly do this assignment.   

  



Sophomore Summer Reading List 

***You may select a book from this list or substitute a book of your choice, 

please see the instructions on the previous page for selection guidelines*** 
 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

Love and marriage among the English country gentry of Austen’s day. 

 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man tormented by dark 

secrets. 

 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

A man who is virtually unknown to both himself and others commits a pointless murder for which he 

has no explanation. 

 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

A fantasy in which Alice follows the White Rabbit to a dream world. 

 

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 

The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island. 

 

Crime and Punishment by Feodor Dostoevski 

A psychological novel about a poor student who murders an old woman pawnbroker and her sister. 

 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

English schoolboys marooned on an uninhabited island test the values of a civilization when they 

attempt to set up a society of their own. 

 

The Tin Drum by Gunter Grass 

Oskar describes the amoral conditions through which he has lived in Germany, both during and after the 

Hitler reime. 

 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

Animals turn the tables on their masters. 

 

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott 

Tale of Ivanhoe, the disinherited knight, Lady Rowena, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and Robin Hood at 

the time of the Crusades. 

 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

A scientist invents a machine that transports him into the future. 

  



Name: __________________________________ Book/Author:_______________________ 

 

Sophomore Summer Reading Dialectical Note-taking Sheet 

 
Directions: A dialectical note taking sheet is another name for a double-entry journal or a reader-response 

journal. This sheet records a dialogue, or conversation, between the ideas in the text (the words that you are 

reading) and your own ideas. While you are reading, choose at least 6 passages that stand out to you and 

record them in the left-hand column. In the right-hand column, write your in-depth response to the text (3-5 

sentences). Be sure to include any thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas that you think are powerful, 

significant, thought provoking, or puzzling. You may attach additional sheets of paper if needed or attach 

additional note-taking sheets. 

 
Quotation sample 

 

“When the key of the store-shed was lost, the whole farm 

was convinced that Snowball had thrown it down the well. 

Curiously enough, they went on believing this even after 

the mislaid key was found under a sack of meal.” 

Page This Shows… 

 

…how the author uses irony to demonstrate a human 

weakness. The animals blame a scapegoat for something 

that goes wrong and cling to this mistaken belief even when 

the truth is obvious. This seems like clear evidence to me 

that often-times people are more interested in their own 

beliefs than in the truth 
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